POM 

POLYSYLLABLE, n.f. [ttoXu'c and £uAXa/ 3 * ; polyfyllabc, 
Fr.] A word of many fyllables. 

In a polyfyllable word confider to which fyllablc the emphafis 
is to be given, and in each fyllable to which letter. Holder. 

Your high nonfenfc blufters and makes a noifc; it ftalks 
upon hard words, and rattles through polyfyllables. Adtlifon. 

Poly / syndeton. n.f. [TroAvfyvfelov.] A figure of rhethorick 
by which the copulative is often repeated : as, I came, and 
faw and overcame. 

Polytheism, n.f. [iroAv'j and Sec',*; polytheifme , Fr.] The 
dodtrine of plurality of gods. 

The firft author of polytbcifm , Orpheus, did plainly aflert 
one fupreme God. Siillingfleet. 

Poly theist. n. f. [VoAvf and Geoj ; polythee , Fr.] One that 
holds plurality of gods. 

Some authors have falfely made the Turks, polytheifts. 

Duncomb’s Life of Hughes. 

Po'MACE. n. f [pomaceum, Lat.] The drofs of cyder pref- 
r » n gs- ' Didt. 

Poma'ceous. adj. [from pornum, Latin.] Confuting of apples. 

Autumn paints 

Aufonian hills with grapes, whilft Englifh plains 

Blufh with pomaceous harvells breathing fweets. Philips. 

Pomade, n.f [ pomade, Fr. pomado, Italian.] A fragrant 
ointment. 

Po'mander. n.f. [pomme d' ambre, Fr.] A fweet ball; a 
perfumed ball or powder. 

I have fold all my trumpery ; not a counterfeit ftone, not 
a ribbon, glafs, pomander or browch to keep my pack from 

Shale,p. 

They have in phyfick ufe of pomander and knots of powders 
for drying of rheums, comforting of the heart and provoking 
of fleep. Bacon's Natural Hi/lory. 

POMA'TUM. n.f [Latin.] Anointment. 

I gave him a little pomatum to drefs the fcab. JVifeman. 

To Pome. v. n. [ pommer , Fr.] To grow to a round head like 
an apple. £>,V?. 

Pomeci'tron. n.f. [pome and citron.] A citron apple. Died. 

Pomegra'nate. n.f. [pornum granatum, Lat.J 

1. The tree. 

The flower of the pomegranate confifts of many leaves 
placed in a circular order, which expand in form of a role, 
whofe bcll-fliaped multifid flower cup afterward becomes a 
globular fruit, having a thick, finooth, brittle rind, and is 
divided into fevcral cells, which contain oblong hardy feeds, 
furrounded with a loft pulp. Miller. 

It was the nightingale, and not the lark. 

That pierc’d the fearful hollow of thine ear; 

Nightly file fings on yon pomegranate tree. Shakefb. 

2 . The fruit. 

In times paft they dyed fcarlct with the feed of a pome¬ 
granate. ( Peacham on Drawing. 

Nor on its flender twigs 

Low bending be the full pomegranate fcorn’d. Thomfon. 

Po'meroyal. f A fort of a PP lc - Amfworth. 

Po'miferous. adj. [pomfer , Lat.] A term applied to plants 
which have the largcft fruit, and are covered with thick hard 
rind, by which they are diftinguiflied from the bacciferous, 
which have only a thin fkin over the fruit. 

All pomiferous herbs, pumpions, melons, gourds and cu¬ 
cumbers, unable to fupport thcmfelves, are either endued with 
a faculty of twining about others, or with clafpers and ten¬ 
drils whereby they catch hold of them. Ray on the Creation. 
Other fruits contain a 
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charity of their benefactors, was a more beautiful exnr <r 
of joy and thankfgiving, than could have been exhibi oJ? 
all the pomps of a Roman triumph. Addifonr ? 

Po'mpholyx. n . f . 1 J ° ns Gua rdm . 

Pompholyx is a white, light and very friable fubftance f a 
in crufts adhering to the domes of'the furnaces and’tnT 
covers of the large crucibles, in which brafs is ma d e pl i 
from a mixture of copper and lapis calaminaris, or of J! 
and zink. Hill’t „• »„PP er 

PC fnht 10N ' Fr ’J A P umkin - A Ln Srge 

Po MPIRE. »./ [fmum and fyrut, Lat.l A rortofneamuin^® 

°.“d OUS - “ Jj ' Fr ° Sp, '" diJ ‘ 

What flatt’ring feenes our wand’ring fancy wrought 
Rome’s pompous glories rifing to our thought & p 
An infeription m the ancient way, plain, pompous, yet 
modeft, will be belt Atterburyto fL 

Pompously, adv. [from pompous.] Magnificently j f p i/ n . 

Whate’er can urge ambitious youth to fight, 

She pompoujly dilplays before their fight. Dryden 

Po'mpousness. n.f. [from pompous.] “'Magnificence; folen- 
dour ; fhowinefs ; oftentaiioufnefs. 

The Englifh and French raife their language with meta¬ 
phors, or by the pompoufnefs of the whole phrafe wear oft" anv 
littlencfs that appears in the particular parts. Addifm 

Pond, n.f [fuppofed to be the fame v/\th pound-, pinban,Sax 
to fhut up.] A fmall pool or lake of water j a bafon j water 
not running or emitting any ftream. 

In the midft of all the place was a fair pond, whofe {halt¬ 
ing cryftal was a perfect mirror to all the other beauties fo 
that it bare fhew of two gardens. Siina 

Through bogs and mires, and oft through pond os pool 
There fwallow’d up. Milton's'Par. Loft,b. i’x. 

Had marine bodies been found in only one place, it might 
have teen fufpeacd, that the fea was, what the Calpian is, a 
great pond or lake, confined to one part. Woodward. 

His building is a town. 

His pond an ocean. Pope. 

To Pond. v. a. To ponder. A corrupt obfolete word. 

O my liege lord, the god of my life, 

Pleafeth you pond your fuppliant’s plaint. Spenfer. 

To Po nder, v. a. [ pondero , Latin.] To weigh mentally; to 
confider; to attend. 

Mary kept all thefe things, and ponder'd them in her 
l ica [ r - Luke ii. 19. 

Colours, popularities and circumftarices fway the ordinary 
judgment, not fully pondering the matter. Bacon. 

This ponder , that all nations of the earth 
Shall in his feed be blefled. Milton's Par. Lojl, b. xii. 

Intent he feem’d, 

Ponef ring future things of wond’rous weight. Dryden. 

To Po nder, v. n. 'Fo think ; to mufe. With on. Thisis 
an improper ufe of the word. 

This temped will not give me leave to ponder 
On things would hurt me more. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Whom, pond'ring thus on human miferies. 

When Venus faw, her heav’nly fire befpoke. Dryden. 

Po'nderal. adj. [from pondus, Lat.] Eftimatcd by weight; 
diflinguifhcd from numeral. 

Thus did the money drachma in procefs of time decreafe; 
but all the while we may fuppofe the ponderal drachma to 
have continued the fame, juft as it has happened to us, as 
well as our neighbours, whofe ponderal libra remains as it 


great deal of cooling vifeid juice, 
combined with a nitrous fait, fuch arc many of the low point- was, though the nummary hath much decrcafed. Arbuthnot. 
ferous kind, as cucumbers and pompions. Arbuth. on Aliments. Po nderable, adj. [from pondero , Lat.] Capable to be 


Po'mmel. n.f. [pomcau. Ft. porno, Italian; appel van t'Jwaerd, 
Dutch.] 

1. A round ball or knob. 

Like pommels round of marble clear, 

Where azur’d veins well mixt appear. Sidney , h. ii. 

Huram finifhed the two pillars and the pommels , and the 
chapters which were on the top of the two pillars. 2 Chron. 

2. The knob that balances the blade of the fword. 

His chief enemy offered to deliver the pommel of his fword 
in token of yielding. Sidney. 

3. The protuberant part of the faddle before. 

The ftarting fteed was feiz’d with fudden fright. 

And bounding, o’er the pommel caft the knight. Dryden. 
To Po'mmel. v. a. [This word feems to come from pommcler , 
Fr. to variegate.] To beat with any thing thick or bulky, 
to beat black and blue ; to bruife ; to punch. 

Pomp, n.f [pompa, Latin.] 

1. Splendour ; pride. 

Fake phyfick, pomp , 

Expofe thyfelf to feel what wretches feel. Shakefp. 

2. A proceflion of fplendour and oftentation. 

The bright pomp afeended jubilant. Milton. 

All eyes you draw, and with the eyes the heart; 

Of your own pomp yourfelf the greateft part. Dryden. 
Such a numerous and innocent multitude, cloathed in the 


weighed ; menfurable by .fcales. 

The bite of an afp will kill within an hour, yet the im- 
preflion is fcarcc vifible, and the poifon communicated not 
ponderable. Broivn's Fulgar Errours. 

Pondera tion. n. f. [from pondero, Latin] The a<ft of 
weighing. 

While we perfpire, we abforb the outward air, and the 
quantity of perfpired matter, found by ponderation, is only 
the difference between that and the air imbibed. Arbuthnot. 
Ponderer, n.f. [from ponder.] He who ponders. 

Pondero sit Y. n.f. [from ponderous.] Weight; gravity; 
heavinefs. 

Cryftal will fink in water, as carrying in its own bulk a 
greater ponderoftty than the fpace in any water it doth oc¬ 
cupy. Brown's Fulgar Errours. 

Gold is remarkable for its admirable dudility and ponde¬ 
roftty, wherein it excels all other bodies. ktaj' 

PO NDEROUS, adj. [ponderofus, from pondus, Lat.] 

1. Heavy ; weighty. 

It is more difficult to make gold, which is the mod ponde¬ 
rous and matcriatc amongft metals, of other metals lels pon¬ 
derous and matcriatc, than, viaverfa , to make filver of lea or 
quickfilver ; both which are more ponderous than filver. ff\ on ’ 
His pond'rous fhield behind him caft. dfa 1 >n ' 


Upon 
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Upon laying a weight in one of the feales, inferibed eter¬ 
nity, though I threw in that of time, prpfperity, affliction, 
wealth and poverty, which feemed very ponderous, they were 
not able to ftir the oppofitc balance. Addifon 

Becaufe all the parts of an undiftributed fluid are of equal 
cravin', or gradually placed according to the difference of it, 
anv concretion, that can be fuppofed to be naturally made in 
fuch a fluid, muft be all over of a fimilar gravity, or have the 
more ponderous parts nearer to its bafis. Bentley's Sermons. 

2. Important; momentous. 

If your more ponderous and fettl’d project 
May fuffer alteration, I’ll point you 
Where you fhall have receiving Ihall become you. Sloakefp. 

q. Forcible ; ftrongly impulfive, 

J Imagination hath more force upon things living, than 
things Inanimate; and upon light and fubtile motions, than 
upon motions vehement or ponderous. Bacon. 

Impatient of her load. 

And lab’ring underneath the pond!rotes god. 

The more flic ftrove to fhakc him from her breaft. 

With far fuperior force he prefs’d. Dryden. 

Prefs’d with the pond'rous blow, 

Down finks the fhip within th’ abyfs below. Dryden. 

Po nderously, adv. [from ponderous.] With great weight. 

Po'nderousness. n.f. [from ponderous.] Heavinefs; weight; 
gravity. 

The oil and fpirit place themfclvcs under or above one an¬ 
other, according as their ponderoufmfs makes them Iwim or 


fink. f- 

Po'ndweed. n.f. A plant. Amfworth. 

Po ne NT. adj. [ponente, Italian.] Wcftcrn. 

Thwart of thefe, as fierce, 

Forth rufh the levant and the ponent winds 
Eurus and Zephyr. Milton's Par. Lojl , b. X.' 

Po'niard. n.f. [poignard, Fr. pugio, Lat.] A dagger ; a fhort 
ftabbing weapon. 

She (peaks poniards, and every word ftabs. Shakefp. 

Melpomene would be reprefented, in her right hand a naked 
poniard. Peacham on Drawing. 

Poniards hand to hand 

Be banifh’d from the field, that none fhall dare 
With fhortned fword to ftab in clofer war. Dryden. 

To Po niard, v. a. [poignardier, French.] To ftab with a 
poniard. 

Pcnk. n.f. [Of this word I know not the original.] A noc¬ 
turnal fpirit ; a hag. 

Nc let the ponk, nor other evil fprights, 

Ne let mifehievous witches. Spenfer. 

Po'ntage. n.f [pons, pontis, bridge.] Duty paid for the re¬ 
paration of bridges. 

In right of the church, they were formerly by the common 
law difeharged from pontage and murage. Ayliffe. 

Po'ntiff. n.f. [pontife, Fr. pontifex, Latin.] 

1. A prieft ; a high prieft. 

Livy relates, that there were found two coffins, whereof 
the one contained the body of Numa, and the other, his 
books of ceremonies, and the difeipline of the pontiffs. Bacon. 

2 . The pope. 

Pontifical, adj. [pontifical, Fr. pontfiealis, Lat.] 

1. Belonging to an high prieft. 

1. Popifh. 

It were not amifs to anfwcr by a herald the next pontifical 
attempt, rather fending defiance than publifhing anfwers. Ral. 

The pontifical authority is as much fuperior to the regal, 
as the fun is greater than the moon. Baker. 

3. Splendid; magnificent. 

Thus did I keep my perfon frefh and new. 

My prcfence, like a rob c pontifical. 

Ne’er feen, but wonder’d at. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

4. [From pons and facto.'] Bridge-building. This fenfe is, I 
believe, peculiar to Milton, and perhaps was intended as an 
equivocal fatire on popery. 

Now had they brought the work by wond’rous art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock 

Over the vex’d abyfs. Milton's Par. Loft , b. x. 

Pontifical, n.f. [pontificale, Lat.] A book containing rites 
and ceremonies ecclefiaftical. 

What the Greek and Latin churches did, may be feen in 
potttificals, containing the forms for confecrations. South. 

By the pontifical, no altar is to be confccratcd without re- 
liqucs. StiUingflcet. 

PcNTf fically. adv. [from pontifical.] In a pontifical 
manner. 

Pontificate, n.f. [pontifical, Fr. pent ficatus, Lat.] Papacy; 
popedom. 

He turned hermit in the view of being advanced to the 
pontificate. Addifon. 

Painting, fculpturc and archite&ure may all recover them- 
felves under the prefent pontificate, if the wars of Italy will 
give them leave. Addifon's Remarks on Italy. 

Po'ntifice. n.f. [pons and facio.] Bridgework ; edifice of a 
bridge. 
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He, at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wond’rous pontfice, unhop’d 
Met his offspring dear. Milton's Par. x * 

Po'ntle vis. n.f. in horfemanfliip, is a diforderly relilting 
aClion of a horle in difobedience to his rider, in which he 
rears up feveral times running, and rifes up fo upon his hind¬ 
legs, that he is in danger of coming over. Bailey. 

PONTON, n.f [French.] 

Ponton is a floating bridge or invention to pafs over water: 
it is made of two great boats placed at fome diftance from 
one another, both planked over, as is the interval between 
them, with rails on their fides : the whole fo ftrongly built 
as to carry over horfe and cannon. Military Did. 

The black prince parted many a river without the help of 
pontons. . Spedator, N° 165. 

Po'ny. n.f [I know not the original of this word.] A fmall 

horfe. _. 

Pool. n.f. [pul, Saxon ; peel, Dutch.] A lake of ftanding water. 
Mofs, as it cometh of moifture, fo the water muft but 
Aide, and not ftand in a pool. Bacon. 

Sea he had learch’d, and land, 

From Eden over Pontus, and the pool 

Maiotis. Milton's Par. Lojl, l. ix. 

Love oft to virtuous aCIs inflames the mind. 

Awakes the fleepy vigour of the foul, 

And brufhing o’er, adds vigour to the pool. Dryden. 

The circling ftreams, once thought the pools of blood. 
From dark oblivion Harvey’s name fhall fave. Dryden. 
After the deluge, we fuppofe the vallics and lower grounds, 
where the defeent and derivation of the water was not fo 
eafy, to have been full of lakes and pools. Burnet. 

Poop, n.f [pouppe, Fr. puppis, Lat.] The hindmoft part of 
the fhip. 

Some fat upon the top of the poop weeping and wailing, 
till the fea fwallowed them. Sidney, b. ii. 

The poop was beaten gold. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleop. 
Perceiving that the pigeon had only loft a piece of her 
tail through the next opening of the rocks, they parted fafe, 
only the end of their poop was bruifed. Raleigh. 

He was openly fet upon the poop of the gaily. Knolles. 

With wind in poop, the vcflel ploughs the fea, 

And mcafurcs back with fpeed her former way. Dryden. 
POOR. adj. [pauvre, Fr. povre, Spanifh.] 

1. Not rich; indigent; neceffitous; opprefled with want. 

Poor cuckoldly knave.—I wrong him to call him poor ; 
they fay he hath mafles of money. Shakejpeare. 

Who builds a church to God, and not to fame. 

Will never mark the marble with his name ; 

Go fearch it there, where to be born and die, 

Of rich and poor makes all the hiftory. Pope. 

2. Trifling; narrow; of little dignity, force or value. 

A confervatory of fnow and ice ufed for delicacy to cool 
wine, is a poor and contemptible ufe, in refpeiSt of other ufes 
that may be made of it. Bacon s Natural HJiory. 

How poor are the imitations of nature in common courle of 
experiments, except they be led by great judgment. Bacon. 

When he delights in fin, as he obferves it in other men, 
he is wholly transformed from the creature God firft made 
him ; nay, has confumed thofc poor remainders of good that 
the fin of Adam left him. South. 

That I have wronged no man, will be a poor plea or apo¬ 
logy at the laft day ; for it is not for rapin, that men are for¬ 
mally impeached and finally condemned ; but I was an hun¬ 
gry, and ye gave me no meat. Calamy's Sermons. 

Paltry ; mean ; contemptible. 

A poor number it was to conquer Ireland to the pope’s 


ufe. 


Bacon. 


And if that wifdom ftill wife ends propound. 

Why made he man, of other creatures, king; 

When, if he perifh here, there is not found 
In all the world lb poor and vile a thing ? Davies. 

The marquis, making hafte to Scarborough, embarked in 
a poor vcflel. Clarendon, b. viii. 

We have feen how poor and contemptible a force has been 
raifed by thofc who appeared openly. AJdif Freeholder. 

4. Unimportant. 

To be without power or diftin&ion, is not, in my poor 
opriion, a very amiable fituation to a perfon of title. Swift. 

5. Unhappy; uneafy. 

Vext failors curfe the rain, 

For which poor fhepherds pray’d in vain. Waller. 

Vain privilege, poor woman have a tongue ; 

Men can ftand lilent, and refolve on wrong. Dryden. 

6. Mean ; deprefled ; low ; dejedled. 

A foothfaycr made Antonius believe, that his genius, which 
otherwife was brave, was, in the prcfence ot Otftavianus, 
poor and cowardly. Bacon. 

7. [A word of tendernefs.] Dear. 

Poor , little, pretty, flutt’ring thing, 

Muft we no longer live together ? 

And doft thou prune thy trembling wing, 

7 y take thy flight thou know’ll not whither ? Prior. 

8. [A word 
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